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ﬂ)undation for Environmental Education (FEE) is an international organisation that has

been promoting environmental education for sustainable development since 1981. FEE is
an umbrella organisation with member organisations in around 60 countries around the

world. (www.fee-international.org)

FEE is active in environmental education mainly through five programmes:
- Blue Flag (www.blueflag.org

- Eco-Schools (www.eco-schools.org)

- Young Reporters for the Environment (www.youngreporters.org)

- Learning about Forests (www.leaf-international.org)

- Green Key (www.green-key.org)

Through formal school education, training of staff, and awareness raising, FEE's
programmes involve people of all ages and nationalities.
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WELCOME TO THE FIRST BLUE FLAG ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACTIVITY GUIDE

Why this brochure?

This brochure has been created for two main purposes: to help beach and marina managers to organise
environmental education activities which fit with their goals and capacities; and to share good ideas
throughout the Blue Flag network.

What kind of Environmental Education?

Environmental Education offers a broad framework that encompasses a number of different ideas and
approaches to learning in, for or about the environment, in pursuit of sustainable development. The
purpose of this guide is not to debate the different definitions, but to encourage a shared acceptance of
the diversity of learning approaches. This introduction, therefore, offers a brief description of
environmental education approaches and offers a simple classification to help users to navigate their way
through the different activities and worksheets.

One way of understanding environmental education is to see it as education that engages learners with
nature, encourages them to ask questions about the environment, and engage with environmental
change. This means that environmental education is not just concerned with spreading messages about
the environment, but it also provides opportunities to enhance learner understandings, question
environmental problems and take action for environmental change in pursuit of a sustainable
development.

Therefore, the classification we offer is tentative and open to change.

Information-seeking or enquiry:
Learners are encouraged to ask questions about the environment and gather information or materials.
This might be through surveys, counting, collecting, or measuring different parts of the beach, for
example.

Awareness-raising:
Awareness-raising is an educational activity focused on raising a learner’s awareness about
environmental problems, in the HOPE that they will do something as a response. An example might be an
information campaign.

Action-oriented:
Action-oriented learning is an approach based on environmental change and improvement. The learners
take action on a particular environmental problem and try out one or more solutions with the aim of
achieving a better environment for all. A typical example is a litter pick.

Contact with nature / experiential / exploratory
Experiential approaches to environmental education are often based outside, in the particular
environment in question, and seek to inspire learners to care for the environment by encouraging contact
with nature and exploration, usually around a particular theme, such as ‘the sea shore’.

How is this brochure organised?

As you will see, the different categories overlap and are not mutually-exclusive, hence a learning
sequence might actually address all four types of environmental education activity in pursuit of a
sustainable development.

The same tagging system is used throughout the document, each activity answering the same questions:
target group, theme, method, communication, tips, etc.

The activity sheets are organised by theme: Biodiversity, Marine World, Marina, Special Events, and Waste
It must be noted that although a specific “Marina” category has been included, the activities under other
categories may easily be adapted for a marina.

Where to find this brochure?
You can download this brochure (fully or by theme) on the Blue Flag international website:
www.blueflag.org
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